
WJEC 2014 Online Exam Review

GCE Religious Studies RS3 CHR 1348-05

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 2 14.5 10.6 50 29 33.3
2 5 25.6 10.7 50 51.2 83.3
3 4 31 3.7 50 62 66.7
4 1 37 50 74 16.7
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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2. (a)	 Examine what is known of the Jesus of history. [30]

(b)	 ‘Jesus was only human.’
Assess this view.	 [20]
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Sticky Note
While there is some correct, relevant information, knowledge and understanding are limited. There is some inaccuracy, e.g. that Constantine defeated the Roman Empire and that there are 'artifacts' that prove Jesus' existence. Awareness of scholarly opinion is confined to Bauer and Schweitzer. There is nothing on Kähler, Bultmann, Käsemann, Bornkamm, Funk, Sanders and others. 





Sticky Note
There is some brief attempt to address the question, but understanding is limited and there is some repetition of (a). The reasoning is simplistic, and there are several unsubstantiated comments, e.g that Jesus 'claimed to be the Son of God' (where?) and that 'artifacts' prove his existence (what are they?).  



(1348-05)

2

3. (a)	 Explain what feminist theologians mean by ‘patriarchal structures’. [30]

(b)	 ‘Feminist Theology is an unnecessary distraction for the Church.’
Evaluate this contention.	 [20]
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Sticky Note
The main issues are addressed. More than one point of view is discussed, but arguments in favour of the contention are weaker than those against. There is no recognition that feminist theology may cause divisiveness, or that it may represent the negative influence of modern trends on contemporary Christianity.

Sticky Note
The essay demonstrates understanding of the main ideas and is well structured, focused and clear. There is some awareness of scholarly opinion, but viewpoints are not always correctly attributed. 
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4. (a)	 Outline the main developments in modern Christianity. [30]

(b)	 ‘Christianity is more committed to the past than to the present.’
Assess this view.	 [20]
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Sticky Note
There is a good discussion of Liberation Theology, but very little on other significant aspects of twentieth century Christianity, e.g. the Ecumenical Movement, Pentecostalism, the Charismatic Movement. Feminist theology too deserves more attention than it is given here. 





Sticky Note
While there is some appropriate comment and some evidence of original thinking, e.g. that Jesus himself was a reformer, there seems to be some lack of balance, with little, if any, recognition that the modern church has in fact reacted prophetically to issues such as war, apartheid, communism, poverty etc and still provides education and health facilities for many people. 
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Q.2 (a) Examine what is known of the Jesus of history. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited.  Credit will be given for answers that explore in depth 
any or all of the following:  The First Quest, the historical-critical method of the 
Enlightenment (e.g. Reimarus and Strauss) considered that the Synoptic 
Gospels contained enough reliable data to enable scholars to reconstruct the 
Jesus of history.  The First Quest culminates with Harnack and begins its 
decline with Schweitzer and Kähler, who reconstructed Jesus as a self-
deluded Jewish apocalypticist.  The Second Quest, the 'kerygmatic theology' 
of Bultmann and others, argued that faith does not depend on history and 
emphasised the kerygma.  However, some of Bultmann's students (e.g. 
Käsemann and Bornkamm) reasoned that the Jesus who actually existed 
must have some connection to Christianity but, under the influence of current 
philosophy, they tended to think of him as a C1st existentialist whose teaching 
was inaccessible.  The Third Quest, which began in the 1970's, is 
characterised by widely divergent results.  Good examples are Funk's Jesus 
Seminar, which interprets Jesus as a wandering cynic-sage and Sanders, 
who interprets him as a Jew with an erroneous eschatological vision.  
Scholars often conclude that the Jesus of history is unknown; there are no 
extra-biblical accounts of his life.  However, it is at least evident that the 
historical Jesus opposed the oppressive society of his day, associated with 
outcasts and proclaimed a kingdom of God characterised by compassion. 


 
 (b) 'Jesus was only human.' 
  Assess this view. [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  For 
  The biblical accounts of Jesus' life have a mythological flavour and were 


written long after his time; New Testament writers are untrustworthy and put 
words into his mouth; the miracles are stories designed to prove his divinity; 
when the story of Jesus is demythologised he emerges merely as a good 
man. 


 
  Against 
  Jesus himself claims that he is God, e.g. in response to Peter's Confession; 


his sinless character coincides with the claim; he demonstrated power that 
belongs only to God over nature, disease and death; his Resurrection is the 
final proof of his divinity; New Testament writers clearly believe that he is 
God; if he is not, what legitimacy does Christianity have? 
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Q.3 (a) Explain what feminist theologians mean by 'patriarchal structures'. 
    [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited.  The Bible was written in a patriarchal and androcentric 
culture and misinterprets or ignores women.  Male traditions have used male 
language and imagery and created male symbols in the understanding of 
God, Christ and humanity.  There is need for a new hermeneutics to make the 
scripture relevant to women today.  Scripture is, in fact, egalitarian.  Jesus' 
attitude to women was revolutionary.  The discipleship of women such as 
Mary Magdalene often excels that of men, e.g. Peter, who denies Jesus and 
Judas who betrays him.  Paul was the first to insist that there is in Christ no 
male or female; he also mentions several female church leaders.  However, 
patriarchal patterns have influenced the church's theology and practice, e.g. 
banning women from ordination. 


 
 (b) 'Feminist Theology is an unnecessary distraction for the Church.' 
  Evaluate this contention. [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  For 
  Feminist theology causes divisiveness within the church and is itself divided 


between liberals (who think that male biblical writers play down the role of 
women) and evangelicals (who think that the Bible, rightly understood, 
supports their ideas).  It is an example of the negative influence of modern 
trends on contemporary Christianity, and is aimed at getting women into 
position of authority in the church. 


 
  Against 
  No one can deny that women have suffered abuse from men throughout 


history and this is unacceptable in a Christian context.  Feminist theologians 
are convinced that the church has strayed from a correct understanding of 
God's will and have highlighted the invaluable role women have played in the 
church.  They have had some success in the elimination of gender-based 
roles. 
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Q.4 (a) Outline the main developments in modern Christianity. [AO1 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited.  The Ecumenical Movement (World Council of 
Churches, Vatican II, Taizé, Iona etc) has as its main aim the visible unity of 
the church.  It has had some success in giving churches an united voice, but 
is still struggling with doctrinal and ecclesiastical issues that prevent different 
denominations from sharing the eucharist.  Liberation Theology is a radical 
movement that originated in South America as a response to the poverty of 
ordinary people.  It is encapsulated in Leonardo and Clodovis Boff's 
statement that 'we can be followers of Jesus ... only by making common 
cause with the poor'.  Pope John Paul II dealt severely with the movement, 
closed its institutions and rebuked its activists, such as Leonardo Boff and 
Gustavo Gutierrez.  Pentecostalism grew out of the C19th Holiness 
Movement, which had its roots in Methodism, and generally emphasise 
justification by faith, sanctification and the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  The 
Charismatic Movement has come to be widely represented within the main 
Christian denominations since the 1960s.  The requirement is for an 'outline', 
so breadth is more important than depth.  Answers need not cover all of these 
topics, but must have some range for marks above L5. 


 
 (b) 'Christianity is more committed to the past than to the present.' 
  Assess this view. [AO2 20] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  For 
  The church seems to be innately conservative, e.g. the Roman Catholic 


stance on contraception, abortion, divorce and women's ordination, the 
Anglican stance on gay marriages.  Many western believers want change, but 
are held back by their fellow Christians in the developing world.  In response 
to declining congregations throughout Europe some clerics have turned 
inward, focusing on liturgy and reverting to antiquated forms. 


 
  Against 
  The Church is called not to embrace the spirit of the age but to speak 


prophetically, as it did, for example, against communism, apartheid, state 
terror (e.g. in El Salvador).  It is still active with the poor; provides education 
for countless children, speaks out against discrimination, prejudice and 
racism. 
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